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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wednesday Lenten
Service Schedule:
5:30 Choir Practice
6:00 Lenten Meal
6:30 Lenten Discussion in
Fellowship Hall
7:15 Holden Evening
Prayer in Sanctuary

5

1
1pm-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

6

7

13

8

14

15

7pm - FLC Council
Meeting

1pm-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

3pm - Meredith
Wohlgemuth Recital in
FLC Sanctuary

4

9

10

11

11:45am-Seward
Local Lunch at
Godfather’s

16

17
6pm Game and

18

Pizza Night

Lenten Service
Schedule

20

9:15am-Worship
10:45am-Sunday School
for all ages
GWOH Big Day

9:15am-Worship
10:45am-Adult Bible Study

Sat

3

Lenten Service
Schedule

9:15am-Worship
10:45am-Sunday School
for all ages

26-

Fri

2
7pm Congo Life
Meeting

1pm-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

6pm - Youth Mystery
Dinner

19

Thu

Ash Wednesday
5:30 Choir Practice
6pm Potato Bake
7pm Worship

9:15am-Worship
10:45am-Sunday School
for all ages

12

Wed

27

21
Newsletter items
due
WIC Clinic Day

22

23

24

25

28

29

30

31

1-5pm Faithful
Piecemakers

On Wed.
during Lent,
there is no
Confirmation.

AA meets
weekly at Faith
Lutheran on
Sundays at
7pm and Tuesdays at 7:30pm

1pm-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers
Lenten Service
Schedule

Lenten Service
Schedule
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One of the (many) things I greatly appreciate about Martin Luther was his admonition to “daily return to your
baptism.” His point is that, every day, God gives us a gift: the opportunity to start over, no matter what
happened yesterday, and to start it in the good news of your baptism, the good news that here, in these
tangible waters, you are invited to die to yesterday, you are given a new life, a new identity, and you can hear
again the words of God to you, “This is my child, whom I dearly love. You belong to me.” God claims us as
God’s own, even when we forget. We just need a reminder, so we can live God’s gift.
One of the great things about Lent is this emphasis on letting go of all the things that are not God, but that
still seek to define us; letting go of our dependence on things that ultimately will fail (or perhaps already have,
leaving us searching for answers); and instead taking ahold of the One who holds us, finding our identity in
the One who claims us, and will never let us go. Lent is not only watching Jesus on his journey to the cross, it
is joining him, by returning to our baptism.
2017 is the year of the 500th anniversary of “the Reformation,” or at least the beginning of it, when Luther
stopped to question many things the Church was telling people, but that were not what Christ is telling us.
The Reformation was, from a certain perspective, the Church, returning to its baptism.
Considering the confluence of these two items this year, we are planning to let the reformation of the Church
be our theme for midweek Lenten evenings this year. And to make it more casual, more interactive, and
hopefully thus a better opportunity for growth, it’s not going to be a lecture from the pulpit (as it may seem
sometimes), inserted into the middle of Holden Evening Prayer; instead it will be in the form of discussion at
dinner. So we will have a half hour for everyone to get their food (maybe finish), say their “Hello’s,” and then
start.
At the end of each dinner discussion, we will adjourn to our worship space, and follow Holden Evening Prayer
as it was originally intended, as a prayer service at the end of the day, to go home in peace.
The first two weeks will be about the Reformation itself, Luther and the times, just to help us realize what was
going on then. We will benefit from a video we will use to start short discussions each of those two weeks. But
the third week we will consider how we often see the Reformation, almost like the creation of a new Church,
and compare that to Jesus’ desire for the Church, so that we have the chance to be true to the Reformers’
intent -- a united church, that is united in Christ, not in the institutions of people. Then we will look at the
intervening 500 years, how thing have in fact changed, especially in the last 50 years, especially through
dialogue between the Roman Catholics and the Lutherans. Then lastly, we will consider the future, and how,
even if we remain separate denominations and observe different traditions, we may still be united in Christ in
the contemporary world.
During this Lent, focused on the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, we will have Lenten Devotionals
available for you as usual, but this year the devotions will be built on Luther’s Small Catechism, Luther’s
effort not to make Little Lutherans, but to help us all understand what it means to be a Christian, to live the
life that God has claimed us for and given us as a gift. Unfortunately, paper versions of the Devotion sold out
very quickly, and we are getting what we can, but please see communication elsewhere about how to get an ereader version.
Please make plans to join your congregation during Lent, as we return to the Lord our God.
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From Parish Ed
The Easter Egg Hunt will again be held on Palm Sunday, April 9th. Parish Ed is asking for cash donations this year - they will take care of
buying the candy and other goodies for the eggs. For more details see
Peg Reese, Amber Rucker or Kelli Klopfenstein.
Camp Carol Joy Holling-Brochures and scholarship applications are
available in the Narthex, in the mailbox slot “Camp Scholarship Applications”. All are welcome to apply for scholarships.
SAVE THESE DATES Kids of Faith!!! Please wear your yellow God’s Work-Our Hands T-shirts for all of
these dates:
March 19th - We will plan to sing in church this Sunday. During the Sunday School hour, we will be
doing a scavenger hunt with the help of the adults of Faith!
April 9th - Easter Egg Hunt! We will also be doing a craft to take home.
April 16th - Easter! No Sunday School! Jesus is risen...Alleluia!!
April 30th - Confirmation
May 7th - Last day of Sunday School. We will plan to sing in church and to help plant the garden
during Sunday School. We will make something special for Mom to celebrate Mother’s Day.
May 14th - Graduation Celebration

Instead of having VBS this year, we will plan to continue our “Big Event”
Sundays throughout the summer.
June 18th - Big Event Sunday with surprise events and something special for Dad!!
July 16th - Big Event Sunday with surprise events!!
August 20th - Big Event Sunday with surprise events!!
September 10th - First day of Sunday School!! Bible presentation to 3rd Graders!
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Sharing God’s Bounty ~ March
What Have I Done for Him?
Lent is a season in the church year during which we
particularly focus on the sacrifice Jesus made for us to pay the
debt we owed for our sin. We know there is no way we can pay
the debt ourselves. Only the sinless Son of God could do that.
We have access to heaven only by grace through faith in Christ
Jesus.
While we cannot repay Jesus for what he has done for us,
his love does require a response. Paul, speaking of our ministry
of reconciliation, wrote, "For Christ's love compels us . . .”
(2 Corinthians 5:14). We remain on earth to carry out the tasks which Christ left for us to do: to
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, care for the sick, and visit the prisoner, (Matthew 25:31-46).
James admonished us that “. . . faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead” (James
2:17). We provide the funds that support our pastors, teachers, and missionaries. Again, we can quote
Paul writing in 1 Corinthians 9:11-12. "If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we
reap a material harvest from you? If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it
all the more?" Certainly each of us is addressed by the Great Commission: "Go and make disciples of
all nations . . ." (Matthew 28:19). The following words from Frances Ridley Havergal are a poignant
reminder that Christ’s love and sacrifice for us require a response:
Thy life was given for me, Thy Blood, O Lord, was shed
That I might ransomed by, and quickened from the dead.
Thy life was given for me, What have I given for Thee?
And Thou hast brought to me Down from Thy home above
Salvation full and free, Thy pardon and Thy love.
Great gifts Thou broughtest me, What have I brought to Thee?
We are saved by grace through faith for works. Let us pray for the desire to be good stewards of
the gifts of salvation, health and wealth, and time and opportunity which God has given us that we
might have a part in the furthering of God's kingdom.
We need not give up the pleasures and luxuries of this life. God does not call us to be ascetics,
but he does call us to a right sense of proportion in adminis-tering our substance.
The question is: “If I have this for myself, then what should I do for God?” This is the question into
which the whole matter of stew-ardship resolves itself.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC l May not be copied without permission. www.parishpublishing.org

"Drinking from the Well"- a new program available Fall 2017
This is a new program from Seeking the Spirit Within. If you are seeking to grow in your spiritual
life and know God's love and healing, this might be for you.
This is open to anyone yearning for more so you can let others in our community know too. There
will a webinar once a month led by Synod and experienced leaders that will introduce a variety of
prayer practices and you will meet with a spiritual director every month in a small spiritual
direction group. Registrations are being accepted now for the class that will begin in September
and will go through April 2018. You can register on-line. Cost is $250.00 is you register before
summer. If you have questions, ask Kathy Miller. There is information on the website for Seeking
the Spirit Within on this program too.
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Wednesday, April 5
Ash Wednesday, March 1
6:00 Potato Bake - Thrivent sponsored
7:00 Worship Service

5:30 Choir Practice
6:00 Dinner - Traditional German (Men)
6:30 Lenten Discussion
7:15 Holden Evening Prayer

Wednesday, March 8
5:30 Choir Practice
6:00 Dinner - Sloppy Joes (Mission Outreach)
6:30 Lenten Discussion
7:15 Holden Evening Prayer

Wednesday, March 15
5:30 Choir Practice
6:00 Dinner - Fried Chicken (Parish Ed)
6:30 Lenten Discussion
7:15 Holden Evening Prayer

Wednesday, March 22
6:00 Dinner - Smoked Pork (Properties)
6:30 Lenten Discussion
7:15 Holden Evening Prayer

Wednesday, 29
5:30 Choir Practice
6:00 Dinner - Pulled Pork (Congo Life)
6:30 Lenten Discussion
7:15 Holden Evening Prayer

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Palm Sunday, April 9
9:15am-Worship Service
Maundy Thursday, April 13
Worship7:00pm
Good Friday, April 14
Worship-7:00pm
Easter Sunday, March 27
8:00am-Easter Breakfast
9:15am-Worship Service,
with Holy Communion

FREE INDEED: This beautiful, full-color devotional takes you through Lent
with daily readings from Martin Luther’s Small Catechism. Each reading is
accompanied by a photo, a quote to ponder, reflection, and prayer. Free Indeed
invites you to reflect on Martin Luther’s guide to the basics of Christian faith
during the Lenten season, and within the observance of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation.
However, the e-book version is readily available. There are two ways to get the ebook for Kindle, Nook, or Google:
1. Go to AugsburgFortress.org to order the e-book. Cost is just $2.00.
2. E-mail the church office and let us know which e-reader you use and we will
purchase a digital copy for you and send it to you as a “gift”. You will then be able to download it to
your preferred device.
As always, God Pause daily devotions are accessible through our website.

f|áàxÜá |Ç V{Ü|áà
MIDLANDS CONFERENCE SPRING GATHERING
The Gathering will be held on April 1, 2017, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, Wahoo, Nebraska.
“We are excited to have two great speakers. Lisa Kramme who is the Director of Faith Formation
with the Nebraska Synod ELCA will present “Life of Katie”. Learn about Martin Luther’s wife during
this 500th Anniversary of the Reformation. Joy Johnson is a nationally know speaker and author of
more than 100 books on grief. Her comedy mystery series is called BOOB Girls.”
Please see the bulletin board in the Narthex for more information, the schedule, items to bring and
registration information.
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We give thanks and praise for….
*Our 24th annual Souper Bowl of Caring. We collected 108 cans of soup for the FoodNet and
$199.00 was raised for the Food Pantry. FYI – there was exactly $20.00 in the quarter tubes
($6.25 for the Patriots and $13.75 for the Falcons.) Thank you for supporting this ministry for
those in need!
*Our members who attended the 7th annual Spiritual Guided Retreat in Grand Island on Feb. 25
– Chris Corum, Kathy Miller and Paul Neukirch.
*The video “The Letters: The Untold Story of Mother Teresa” that was shown and discussed in
the Adult Sunday School class. We learned about her strong commitment to help others and the
power of what one person can do.
*The two+ tables of Faith members at the Habitat for Humanity dinner and auction on Feb.11th.
Thank you! “When God’s children are in need, be the one who helps them out.” Romans 12:13
*Our Sunday School kids who delivered their handmade Valentines to residents at Ridgewood,
Brookdale and the Greene House. They warmed many hearts with this simple gesture. They also
sang a fun song during church that day. Thanks, kids!
*For the 41 cans of fruit collected for the February Blue Valley Food Pantry In-Gathering.
*The Faithful Choir anthem “Never the Blade shall Rise” on Feb. 5th, along with the offering song
by Kurt’s Krew.
*The “God and Me” class that was taught by Pastor Rob. This program is offered through the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts. Children attending the five Saturday sessions were: Gabe Foley, Liam
Heyen, Cora Klopfenstein, Zane Meyer, Kylie Shook, and Dylan Wohlgemuth. +
*Another new acolyte has been trained – Megan Hague.
*Our Faithful Piecemakers for delivering 15 quilts and 10 burb cloths to the Pregnancy Crisis
Center in Lincoln.
*All the new carpet has been laid now, except for the church office and the sacristy.
*Our congregation - for stepping forward recently to help one of our members. Thank you for your
generous response!

Youth Mystery Dinner.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 5th at 6pm.
The theme for this year is “Disney Movies”. Start
planning your costume now! Come as your favorite
Disney Character. See your favorite Youth for tickets $10 each
Don’t forget to bring money to buy any 'extras' you
might want/need.
There will be prizes for costumes, so make sure you
are dressed up!
Youth will be selling tickets before and after
church Sunday.
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Saints in Service Calendar - March 2017
Date

Acolyte

Ash Wed
3/1

Megan
Hague

Sun.-5th

Nolan
Whitney

Wed 3/8

Eddie
McConnell

Sun. 12th

Fay Belew

Wed 3/15

Joslyn
McConnell

Sun. 19th

Bryson
Manske

Wed 3/22

Anna
Klopfenstein

Sun. 26th

Josh Hague

Wed 3/29

Megan
Hague

Bir as
1-Bonnie Etzold
2-Layla Hiser
2-Aaron Rucker
3-Rose Beck
3-Annette Wallman
7-Linda Birkes-Lance
8-Justin McConnell
8-Jeanette Richardson
9-Braelyn Hibbert
15-Janice Heath
18-Bob Scott
26-Levi Belew
26-Jeanna Snyder
27-Stacey Parr
29-Bryan Liska
30-Helen Hild
31-Adam Dietsch

Greeters

Ushers

Reader

Communion

Refreshments

Carol Soflin

Pam Garrett

Kathy Miller
Paul Neukirch

Kathy Miller

Paul Neukirch
Jannine &
Samantha
Liska

Jannine Liska

Paul Neukirch

Paul
Neukirch

Joyce Bank

Anniversar
17-Aaron & Amber Rucker

Altar Guild
for March
Pam Garrett
Carol Soflin

The Food
Pantry Item for
March is

BOXED
DINNERS
But no Mac n Cheese, Please
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Prayer Requests
Lois Dietsch – Ongoing health concerns from lymphoma and pneumonia
Spencer Whitney – Chemo resistant brain tumor (husband of April Whitney, Dad of
Nolan & Drew)
Bonnie & Dan Schulz -Bonnie has cancer (brother & sister-in-law of Robin Schulz)
Charlie Malmberg – Cancer (Maralee Meyer’s Cousin)
Mary Lou White – End stage Cancer (Aunt of Cindy Foley)
Suzanne Kolterman –responding to treatment (friend of Annette W)
TJ Meyer – Phase 2 of cancer treatments (Principal at Milford Elementary)
Trevor Towle – health concerns (former member)
Ruth Fosler – Bone Cancer (Maralee’s Cousin-in-law)
Steve Akerson – In rehab and making progress from Injuries sustained from a grain
bin fall (Grandson-in-law to Jim Hild)
Larina Carpenter – recovery from bypass surgery (Jannine Liska’s mother)
Jan Lipska – Lung cancer – friend of the congregation
Duane Anderson – health concerns
Fred Pozehl – lymphoma cancer (Brother-in-law of Rachel Pozehl)
Teri Stuhr – Serious Health concerns (friend of Kathy Miller)
Ruth Reiling – healing after surgery (friend of Joyce Bank)
Paul Beck – recovering from shoulder surgery
Steve Hahn – awaiting test results (friend of the Corums)
Gary Truman – cancer (in-law of Jeanette Richardson & Sheila Beins)
Roy Hiser - Serious health concerns (Cousin of Tom Hiser)
† Family of Marvin Meyer - Father of John Meyer
Serving in the Military:
Jeremy Simpson - Deployed to the Middle East.
Josh Adams - Deployed to the Middle East.
Russell Kuhlman – Deployed to Afghanistan
Kaleb Sermeno - Deployed to the Middle East.

To Our Faith Family....
Thank you to each and every one of you who
supported mom's dream of a pipe organ for Faith
Lutheran Church. Many of you worked so
diligently to make this happen; we are humbled.
And the end result is a beautiful worship center!
To God alone be all the glory!!

Congratulations on the baptism of:
Henry Calvin Borer
Baptized:
February 5, 2017

John, Maralee and Family

Henry is the son of Casey and Jessie
Borer
younger brother of Jack
9

From the Desk of the Treasurer

FLC Blood Drive: Faith Lutheran had a blood
drive on February 22. Hard to beat the weather,
middle of February and I was not bundled up!!
And we had a great drive. We saw 42 donors, with
a first time donor! We collected 37 units of blood.
Thanks to the Faith donors: Ron Wallman, John
Werner, Loretta Anderson, Chris Corum, Jeanette
Richardson, Jacob Parr, Jannine Liska, Don
Rondorf, Paul Neukirch, and Sheila Beins. The
next drive is May 3rd from 1PM - 5:30PM. I’ll be
calling! Thanks, Cindy

Month
January

Month
January

Income
Expense
$11,688.84 $12,570.11

Budget
Actual
$1,141.00 $12,570.11

Easter Flowers: The weather is making us
think of spring and just around the corner, Easter
will be here. If you would like to provide Spring
Flowers for Easter, please bring them by Good
Friday and put them in the kitchen. Any spring
flower is welcome! So tulips, daffodils, Easter
lilies, whatever you wish to bring. You may take
them home after the Easter service, although we
would like to keep a few Easter lilies for the
Easter Sundays. There is a sign up sheet in the
Narthex, please add your name and donated
in honor or in memory of. We are also looking for
a group to decorate the sanctuary on the
Saturday before Easter.
Thank you, from the Altar Guild

O

nce again, it's that time of year where we have Concordia students volunteering with us.
We go speak to the classes, telling them who we are, and they can choose to volunteer with
us to earn requirements for their classes. It is always very helpful to have the energetic
students take on different projects that need done, we appreciate their help every year! We
also have a student service project coming up March 18th, and are looking forward to that. Working
with the Youth Center, for their upcoming Daddy/Daughter date night, we sent 104 dresses their
way, so that anyone not able to afford a dress for their daughter to go to the dance, can get one free of
charge. We have also supplied numerous dresses for Kitty's Prom Dress Closet. A new project has
been working with BACA (Bikers Against Child Abuse), an organization that works with area bikers
to help children going through abusive situations, and we supplied 25 jean jackets that are
distributed to children. This month, we have had the privilege of helping two newborn babies
entering foster care, and we were able to send homemade quilts from Faithful Piecemakers. We are
also putting together large orders for Re-Member, so they once again can be sent to the Pine Ridge
Reservation. Another huge help to us was Seward Pretrial Diversion, who collected new items for us
including, 19 shirts, 302 pairs of underwear, and 323 pairs of socks! Thanks so much to April for
organizing this, and helping us out! This is all happening, in addition to our regular calls, so we are
always busy!

FOSTER FRIENDS
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Faith Lutheran Church ~ 2017 Church Council
Pastor Rob Corumpastorrob@faithseward.org 402-643-5702(C)
President: Mike Reesemikereese4@hotmail.com
402-643-9504 (H) 402-643-5088 (C)
President-Elect: Janice Heath jjlandco2010@gmail.com – 402-641-0003 (C)

Secretary: Sheila Beinssheila.68434@yahoo.com 402-641-7033(C)
Treasurer: John Meyerjwm1947@hotmail.com 402-432-7097 (C)
Financial Secretary: Pam Garrett
pgarrett58@hotmail.com 402-643-4254 (H)

Board of Mission Outreach

Board of Parish Education

Paul Neukirch 402-641-4794
lincolncreekfarm@gmail.com
Rose Beck 402-643-3851 (H)
beckrmb@gmail.com
*Joni Ringdahl 402-525-0221 (H)
belewhouse@yahoo.com

Peg Reese 402-643-5288 (C)
lizericmom76@hotmail.com
Amber Rucker 402-480-2933 (C)
brazil55@hotmail.com
Kelli Klopfenstein 402-499-5416 (C)
kellimeyer@hotmail.com

Board of Congregational Life

Board of Properties

Don Rondorf 402-643-3907 (H)
don.rondorf@connectseward.org
Carol Soﬂin 402-617-0403 (C)
carolsoﬂin@gmail.com
Rachel Pozehl 402-641-5771 (C)
rachel@twodogpond.com

John Werner 402-643-4082 (H)
johnand sheila25@yahoo.com
Ron Wallman 402-641-1480(C)
ronald.wallman@gmail.com
*Trista Hunt 402-646-8673
tristamcconnell30@gmail.com

*indicates head of board

Faith Lutheran Church Committees
Endowment

Memorial

Stewardship

Worship & Music

Esthetics

Archive

Ron Wallman

Vicki Hiser

Don Rondorf

Chris Corum

Vicki Hiser

Vicki Hiser

Jacob Parr

Kathy Miller

Pam Rondorf

Paul Beck

Sheila Beins

Pam Garrett

Andrew Hibbert

Doyle Garrett

Jim Dietsch

Rosie Beck
Maralee Meyer
Cindy Foley
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FAITH LUTHERAN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 21, 2017 - Unapproved
Present: Pastor Rob Corum, Mike Reese, Janice Heath, Pam Garrett, John Meyer, Sheila Beins, Peg
Reese, Joni Ringdahl, Trista Hunt, Sheila Werner and Rachel Pozehl
Opening devotion and prayer led by Pastor Rob Corum
Joni R made motion to approve January 2017 minutes, 2nd by Peg R; discussion; motion carried.
Janice will have copy of minutes from the Special Congregational Meeting held in 2016 and the 2017
Annual Meeting available for review at the March meeting.
NO OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS:
Joni R made motion to approve Erica Lamb and Casey Borer as new members, 2nd by Peg R; discussion; motion carried. The Whitney family, previously approved, will also be joining the congregation.
Janice H made motion to name the new pipe organ the “Walter and Lois Hodde Memorial Organ”,
2nd by John M; discussion; motion carried. John M will make arrangements for a plaque to be made.
Sheila W confirmed that the organ has been insured for $275,000 and the new piano for $30,000
Janice H made motion to authorize Todd Klopfenstein to trade the old sound equipment for portable
equipment subject to the approval of additional funds that will be needed, 2nd by Pam G; discussion;
motion carried.
REPORTS PRESENTED:
Pastor: written report
Youth: Joni R; Mystery Dinner March 5 fundraiser
Financial Secretary: written report
Treasurer: written report; reviewed special fund report; Janice H will provide written letter to use
WELCA funds for coffee machine service; waiting for final building costs before transfer from building fund managed by endowment committee; mission outreach will provide written letter for disbursement of Christmas offering; GED scholarship, after consultation with Linda Birkes-Lance, to
be renamed and used for “Confirmation Camp”
Parish Ed: written report; Confirmation April 30, Graduation Sunday May 7; will continue “God’s
Work, Our Hands” events throughout the summer months
Mission Outreach: Joni R; Lenten Offerings to Orphan Grain Train; groups planning Lenten meals
will be given opportunity to designate meal offerings for their week; mission outreach has designated
the Pine Ridge Mission Trip; Parish Ed has designated Camp Scholarships; remainder to be determined
Congregational Life: written report;
Janice H made motion to waive building usage fees for Meredith Locke Wohlgemuth for
March 19 fundraiser, 2nd by John M; discussion; motion carried
Properties: written report; Trista Hunt has been appointed to fill vacancy, spring cleaning April 8,
8:30
Joni R made motion to approve reports, 2nd by Janice H; motion carried
Peg R made motion to adjourn, 2nd by Trista H; motion carried
Next meeting is March 14, 2017
Closed with Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully Submitted, Sheila Beins, Secretary
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