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The Missionaries that
went to Pine Ridge.

Outdoor Worship
Prayer Garden
June 4th, 2017
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june
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

AA meets
weekly at Faith
Lutheran on
Sundays at 7pm and
Tuesdays at 7:30pm

Fri
2

1-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

Sat
3
8-10am FLC
Staffs the Recycling Center

SYNOD ASSEMBLY in Kearney

4
5
9:15am-Outdoor
Worship in the Prayer
Garden
10:45-Bible Study

6

7
1-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers
1pm Congo Life
Meeting

8

9
10
11:45amSnyder/Painter
Seward
Wedding
Local Lunch at
Café on the
Square

PINE RIDGE MISSION TRIP—June 3-10

11
9:15am-Worship
10:45-Bible Study

12

13

14
1-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

15

7pm-Council
Meeting

18
9:15am-Worship
10:45-Bible Study

16
17
7:30pm Nebraska Brass
Concert at FLC
8pm—Toby
Mac Concert in
Lincoln

19

20

21
1-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

22
Newsletter
items due

23

26

27

28
1-5pm-Faithful
Piecemakers

29

30

24

10:45am—
God’s Work.
Our Hands Day!
25
9:15am-Worship
10:45-Bible Study

1-5pm FLC Blood
Drive - Hometown
Hero Drive
Confirmation Camp at Carol Joy Hollings
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Experience the Help, Hope, and Love of Jesus Christ

—PRESIDING BISHOP ELIZABETH EATON
When I’m out and about in the church, I’m often asked what I plan to do to save small congregations,
reverse the decline in membership, bring young adults back to church, increase mission support,
make the ELCA truly multicultural, boost our relevance in the culture and fix Congress (well, not
that last one). I have no plan to do any of that by myself, but I wonder if there is
a deeper concern in those questions that requires a deeper answer from all of us.
The world has changed and is changing. Residents of my mother’s retirement
community who waited weeks to receive letters from loved ones serving overseas
during World War II are now on Facebook and regularly use Skype or FaceTime
to visit with grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Air travel that was once
glamorous and rare for most of us is now, both in frequency and ambiance, a lot
like taking the bus. It’s not unusual, even in small-town America, to have Jewish,
Muslim and Hindu neighbors or those with no religious affiliation at all. We are
in a strange new world and don’t really know how all this will shake out.
We might be tempted to overdo our efforts, to work harder and harder developing
innovative programming, reading every manual on church growth, jazzing up our websites, being
present on every possible social media platform. Maybe we should discover our congregation’s niche:
young adults, theology on tap, justice and advocacy, care of creation, ethnic specific ministry, pet
blessing liturgies, urban church, rural church, big church, small church, virtual church, home church.
We have done some version of all of this somewhere across the ELCA. And good for us. We need to be
brave and daring. God can use our best imagination and innovation.
Or we might be tempted to circle the wagons and hold ever more tightly to what we have left. There is
much that is beautiful about our traditions and buildings and heritage. What will happen to all of
that if our particular congregation ceases to exist? Who will bury our parents or us? Who will take
care of the parish cemetery? This is when congregations begin eyeing visitors for their value as
replacement parts.
My daughter and her significant other, who was running for county commissioner, attended a church
pancake breakfast where they were swarmed by parishioners who didn’t realize he was a candidate.
All they saw were young adults! Potential members! It was an uncomfortable experience.
But why do we want people to join our church? What does church mean to us? When I have asked
that question, people often spoke about church as community or family. People talked about the good
and important work their congregations carried out to feed the hungry or shelter the homeless. Some
said the best thing about their congregations wasn’t programs but people.
It was rare that anyone mentioned God or spoke about an encounter with the transcendent. I don’t
believe our people lack faith or don’t know Jesus, but I wonder if we have lost the language to speak
about the love of God that has been given to us in the crucified and risen Christ. Maybe we just
assume Jesus. Maybe Jesus has become like wallpaper: we know it’s there and everyone can see it,
but we don’t have to talk about it.
Continued on page 3
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Sharing God’s Bounty

Summer Stewardship

The old song goes “Summer time and livin’ is easy.”
Warm weather, vacations, no school, golf, tennis, fishing,
hiking, swimming, relaxing, less hectic schedules … all seem
to define summer time.
Thankfully our Lord never takes a vacation from blessing
us with his abundant love, gracious gifts, and providential
care. The Psalmist writes about our Heavenly Father, “He
who watches over Israel will neither slumber or sleep. The
Lord watches over you ... the Lord is your shade at your right
hand.” (Psalm 121:4-5). The Lord’s care is ongoing. God
never tires of caring for us.
Summer presents God’s people with numerous opportunities to be good stewards of his
manifold gifts. We care for the wonderful world God has given us when we are outdoors.
We treasure the important relationships we enjoy as we spend time with loved ones. Also,
we use wisely the material blessings he gives us.
There is great temptation during the summer months to neglect the most precious of
all our Lord’s gifts, His holy Word and Sacraments offered in worship. As many other
responsibilities are taken more lightly in the relaxed atmosphere of summer living, so,
too, are we tempted to take lightly the spiritual aspect of our lives. Vacation plans and
recreational activities often replace worship. And we diminish in the stewardship of our
Christian faith by letting worldly things take precedence over God in our lives.
In response to our Lord for his grace and mercy, may we place him first in all
our summer plans and activities, allowing adequate time for worship, Bible
reading, meditation, and prayer. May we be good stewards of God’s rich blessings.
May we all continue to support the mission and ministries of our church with our regular
tithes and offerings given from thankful hearts, even when we are away from home.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC l May not be copied without permission. www.parishpublishing.org

Coming to terms with the times continued:
The best thing about the church, the thing that is uniquely the church, is not programs or people
but Jesus. If we as a people, and as congregations, don’t get that right it doesn’t matter how many
programs we come up with.
In Christ through the Spirit, God has invited us into a deeply intimate and loving relationship with
God and with each other. Being church is abiding in that love. We are God’s beloved people
gathered around word and sacraments. That’s what gives us life. That’s what shapes us. That’s
what sends us out into the world to do justice and to love kindness (Micah 6:8). And this must be
the kind of community to which we invite others—not because we want to grow or pay for the boiler
or attract young people, but because we have received this incredible life-changing gift and want
everyone to be touched and claimed and transformed by it too.
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From Parish Ed-Enjoy some summer
fun at camp at Carol Joy Holling!!! There
is still time to enroll in summer camp! If
you find a date that works for you - please
fill out a scholarship application form!
DAY CAMP FOR SENIORS - (as in the third
chapter of life, not high school!) Camp
Carol Joy Holling is
having a Day Camp for
Seniors on Tuesday,
June 27 from 9am2pm. “Camp is for
everyone,
regardless of age!
Join us for a wonderful
day of fun and
fellowship.” Learn
more and register
at:
CJHCenter.org/Seniors

Prayer Garden Worship Service
On Sunday, June 4 there
will be an outside service in
the Prayer Garden at
9:15am, weather
permitting. Please bring
lawn chairs or blankets to
sit on.

FLC BLOOD DRIVE NEWS:
NEBRASKA COMMUNITY BLOOD BANK was at Faith Lutheran May 3, 2017. The day started
with sun but no computer. But the staff did a great job in keeping things going. We had 39 donors
attend and collected 37 units. Donors from Faith are Ron W, Pastor Rob, Janice H, John W, Maralee
M, Jeanette R, Jannine L, Paul N, Sheila B, Amber R, Jessie S, and Don. The next drive is June
28 from 1pm to 5pm. It is a Hometown Hero Drive. If we have a full schedule of 43, or collect at
least 38 units of blood, Foster Friends will receive $7 for each unit collected. So eat all those leafy
greens and good protein. You can schedule on line using FLC as sponsor code or call me at 402-6433060. Thank you for your support. Cindy
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Pine Ridge Indian Reservation
Mission Trip.
Please pray for our missionaries- Levi B, Alexis
H, Nolan W, Eddie M, Kathy M, and Jim
H while they are gone from June 3-June 10.
There will be 11 total with our six from Faith
plus 5 more adults and high school students from
the United Methodist Church in Seward. We will
be taking clothes from Foster Friends again this
year for the people on the reservation. They
really appreciated the 70 boxes of clothes we
brought last year from Foster Friends.
Each day we learn about the history and culture
of the Ogallala Lakota Native American people
and we also tour places on the reservation
including Wounded Knee, a high school and
community college for Native Americans and go
to the Black Hills. We have guest speakers that
teach us about their history and culture.
On Friday we are finished at Remember and we
will travel to Valentine and float down the
Niobrara River on tubes and return home on
Saturday.
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We give thanks and praise for….
*Our Sunday School teachers for sharing their time and talents to teach our children, youth and
adults about the help, hope and love of Jesus Christ. “Sunday School teachers touch eternity-one
heart at a time.”
*All the fun activities planned for the last day of Sunday School on May 7th – including the children
singing “Amazing Grace” during church and planting the Children’s Garden.
*The special “Graduate” Affirmation of Baptism during worship on May 7th for our two High School
Graduates – Paige and Tristan. A reception followed the service in the Fellowship Hall where our
Faithful Piecemakers presented two beautiful quilts made especially for Paige and Tristan.
“Our Fight” Cancer Awareness Run on May 7th. Our own Nolan W organized this to show those
whose lives have been touched by cancer that they are not alone in the fight. Good job, Nolan!
*Our Faithful Choir for another year of beautiful music! We look forward to hearing you again in
the fall.
*Our members who donated blood on May 3rd - Ron, Pastor Rob, Janice, John W., Jeanette, Maralee,
Jannine, Paul N., Sheila B., Amber, Jessie S., and Don. The next blood drive is June 28th. Call
Cindy F. for an appointment at 402-643-3060.
*Kathy M for serving as worship leader on May 21st when Pastor was on vacation. Thanks to
Audrey B. and Nolan W. for presenting a skit during Kathy’s sermon.
*Intern Pastor Alex W. from United Lutheran Church in
Lincoln for filling in for Pastor Rob on May 28th.
*All the FLC members who supported the pancake brunch
fundraiser at the Methodist church. All proceeds went to the
Pine Ridge Mission trip that six of our members will be going
on in June.
*The last of the new carpeting was installed in the church
office and sacristy this month. Thanks to all the folks with
strong backs who helped move furniture!
*Ron and his team who spread new mulch in the Prayer
Garden. Looks great – thank you!
*The Community Garden that is now ready for planting. It’s
located just west of the church. You will find a yellow box with
an orange top there. Inside are markers, flags and marking
string. Please write your names on the flag of the rows you are
planting. You are
responsible for weeding,
watering and harvesting in
the fall.
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